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Level 3 Musical Appreciation 

 

Note to Tutors and Students 

Overview 

Assessment Brief 1: Musical Styles 

A. Musical Discussion 

B. Common Instrumental Groupings 

C. Musical Vocabulary 

D. Some Musical Styles 

Assessment Brief 2: Recorded and Live Music 

A. Music Production Today 

B. Processes in the Production of Recorded Music 

C. Going to a Live Concert 

D. A Musician’s Preparation for a Live Musical Concert 

Assessment Brief 3: Musical Elements, Patterns & Sounds 

A. Musical Elements 

B. Contrasting Pieces of Music 

C. Rhythm 

D. Different Instruments 

Assessment Brief 4: Research Musical Artists 

A. Well-known Music 

B. Looking at Mozart 

C. Looking at David Bowie 

D. Artists You Have Chosen 

Assessment Brief 5: The Impact of Music 

A. Music and Mood 

B. The Impact of Music on Memory 

C. Listening to Music 

D. Musical Performance 

E. Your Favourite Music 

F. Musical Journal 

 

Mapping of Learning Outcomes 



 

Level 3 Musical Appreciation 

1. In your group, talk about the following: 
 

a) What musical instruments do you know about? 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

b) What musical instrument sounds do you like? 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

c) What kind of music do you enjoy listening to? 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

d) How often do you listen to music? 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

Level 3 Musical Appreciation 

1. Complete the sentences: 

musicians, sounds, four, woodwind 

 

Musical instruments are grouped into 

families based on how they make 

________________. In an orchestra, 

_____________________ sit together in 

these family groupings. Typically, there 

are _____________________ instrumental 

groupings, namely: Strings, Woodwind, 

______________________ and Percussion.  

2. Label the brass instruments below: 
Brass instruments are made of brass or some other metal 
and make sound when air is blown inside.  

French horn, trumpet, trombone 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Level 3 Musical Appreciation 

1. Match the definitions and words.  Write the letters. 
 

a) without inbuilt electrical equipment to amplify the sound 
____ 

b) a singer who gives vocal support to a lead singer ____ 
c) an instrument that makes and combines electronic sounds  

____ 
d) the part of a song with the same melody and words each 

time it's heard ____   
e) a repeated series of chords or notes, esp. on electric 

guitar ____  
f) a group of songs performed one after 

the other ____    
g) a tune, or the notes of a song ____ 
h) the combining of musical notes that 

sound good when played or sung 
together ____ 

i)  two people who make music or perform 
together ____ 

j) someone who oversees the recording of 
music ____ 
 
 
 

 
 

A. chorus 

B. melody 

C. duo 

D. acoustic 

E. riff  

F. backing singer 

G. producer 

H. harmony  

I. set 

J. synthesiser 
 



 

Level 3 Musical Appreciation 

2. Label these:  

note, earphones, speaker, music stand, tambourine, 

microphone, accordion, gramophone, plectrum  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Level 3 Musical Appreciation 

1. Match the musical styles and one if its characteristics: 
 

a) A cappella theatrical shows, dialogue is sung   

b) Baroque music genre from Jamaica in the late 1960s 

c) Carol  American roots music, guitars, banjos, fiddles  

d) Chamber dub-inspired of UK garage, heavy basslines   

e) Country classical music for small audience  

f) Dubstep a festive song, often sung on Christmas 

g) Opera  singing without any background music 

h) Reggae  popular music 

i) Pop  Western art music, 17th and 18th centuries 

2. Name one musical style for each of these instruments:  

 

 

 

 



 

Level 3 Musical Appreciation 

6. Choose 3 musical styles you enjoy.  Write some of the 
characteristics of each of these styles and give examples. 

Example: 

Disco  
▪ a style of dance music  
▪ a fast tempo 
▪ guitar driven energy   
▪ orchestral arrangements 
▪ vocals with reverb 
▪ verse and chorus structure 
▪ lyrics about love and dancing 
▪ Examples: Donna Summer – I Feel Love, Bee Gees – Staying 

Alive 
  

Style 1: _____________________________ 

 

Characteristics: 

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

Examples: 

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 



 

Level 3 Musical Appreciation 

Course:    Level 3 Musical Appreciation 
Course Code:   3N0595 
Assessment:  Collection of Work 
Title:    Recorded Music and Live Music 
Weighting:   Collection of Work 100%  
Guidelines  

You will be expected to: 

1. List the processes involved in the production 
of recorded music. 
2. Describe the aspects of preparation 
undertaken by musicians involved in a live 
musical performance.  
 

Assessment criteria 

▪ Exercises and tasks must be complete and correct. 
▪  Include in the processes of music production: multi-tracking, mastering, 

the use of mixing desks and the use of microphones. 
▪  Discuss an experience of going to a live musical performance. 
▪ Describe the difference between being at a live musical performance 

compared to listening to a recording.  
▪ Use the terminology of recorded and live music correctly.  
▪ Listen to excerpts of recorded music and the same music as a live 

concert, e.g. on YouTube.  
▪ Discussions may be recorded.  
 

Submission date:   

Declaration of Authenticity: I confirm that this is my own original work. 

Signed:         Date:  

 



 

Level 3 Musical Appreciation 

Use of microphones 

Complete the sentences: 

acoustics, recording, sounds, ruin, microphone, angle, 

mouth 

 

a) Popping is when the “P” and “B” sounds are sung, and a 
strong blast of air is expelled from the 
_______________________.  

b) To avoid popping, sing into the ______________________ at a 
slightly off-axis angle. 

c) Sibilance occurs when pronouncing “S” and “F” 
____________________, and the mouth emits a high frequency 

blast of air. 
d) Like with popping, 
singing at an off-axis 
____________________ can 
USUALLY fix the 
problem.  
e) Some singers tap 
their feet and the 

vibrations travel up the microphone stand, and onto the 
____________________________. 

f) Consider the _______________________ in the room. 
g) Making nervous, fidgety head movements at the 

microphone can __________________ the recording. 
 



 

Level 3 Musical Appreciation 

 

1. Discuss in your group: 

2. Have you been to a live musical 

performance?  ___________ 

3. Did you enjoy it?  Say why or 

why not.  

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

4.Listen to a recorded version and a live version 

of a song, for example, on YouTube.  

 

 

3. Name at least 2 differences between listening to a live 

musical performance compared to listening to recorded 

music.  

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________  

 



 

Level 3 Musical Appreciation 

Element What it describes 
Timbre What is the sound quality? 
Pitch How high or low are the sounds? 
Texture How many sounds are there? 
Tempo How fast / slow is the music? 
Duration Is the musical piece long or short? 
Structure What is the musical plan? 
Dynamics How loud / quiet is it? 

 
Listen to: Sinead O'Connor –  
Nothing Compares to You 
Describe the piece of music using  
the elements – see example below. 
 

 

 

 

Element What it describes 
Timbre warm, soulful, sad 
Pitch low notes, a few high notes 
Texture repeated chorus, repeated melody 
Tempo slow, ballad-like 
Duration just over 5 minutes 
Structure verse 1, chorus, verse 2, chorus 
Dynamics quiet, but powerful chorus 

 

 

 
 



 

Level 3 Musical Appreciation 

1. Choose 2 contrasting pieces of music to 
listen to.  Your tutor will help you with this. 

Here are some suggestions.  Listen to a few pieces of music 
/ songs and then choose two!  Tick the ones you listen to. 

 Elvis Presley - That's Alright Mama  
 Eminem - Lose Yourself  
 Schubert - Ave Maria 
 Led Zeppelin - Stairway to Heaven   
 Queen - Bohemian Rhapsody   
 Ludwig van Beethoven -  Eroica   
 Johann Pachelbel – Canon in D major 
 Pink Floyd - Comfortably Numb  
 Bob Dylan - Like a Rolling Stone  
 Mozart - Eine Kleine Nachtmusik: Allegro 
 Public Enemy - Fight the Power  
 Gloria Gaynor - I Will Survive 
 John Lennon - Imagine  
 Eagles - Hotel California  
 Richard Wagner -  The Prelude from Tristan und Isolde  
 Gregorian Chants  
 Louis Armstrong – What a Wonderful World 
 Nirvana - Smells Like Teen Spirit   
 The Beatles - Please, Please Me  
 The Doors – Light my Fire 
 Igor Stravinsky - The Rite of Spring  
 Don McLean - American Pie   
 Amy Winehouse - Rehab 
 Metallica - One  
 Johann Sebastian Bach – Brandenburg Concerto No. 3 in G major   
 Liszt - Hungarian Rhapsody No. 2 
 Camille Saint Saens's - Danse Macabre 



 

Level 3 Musical Appreciation 

Rhythm is the arrangement of sounds as they move through 
time. You can take any sounds and arrange them rhythmically 
to create music. The term rhythm is also used to describe a 
specific pattern of sounds. In a very simple form, music can 
be created by clapping your hands to a specific rhythm.  

1. Clap out these rhythms.   

= ¼ note, count for 1 beat       = ½ note, count for 2 beats 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Level 3 Musical Appreciation 

 

1. Listen to 2 musical pieces and identify the 
solo instruments.  

  

Musical piece 1: 

______________________________________________ 

Instruments: 

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 

Musical piece 2:  

______________________________________________ 

 Instruments: 

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Level 3 Musical Appreciation 

Read and discuss the information about David Bowie:  

Name David Bowie AKA Ziggy Stardust born David Robert Jones 
Musical genre Rock and Roll, Art rock, Glam rock,  Pop,  Electronic, 

Experimental 
Birth January 8, 1947 
From South London -  Brixton 
Reason for fame ▪ His 1972 album, The Rise and Fall of Ziggy Stardust and the 

Spiders from Mars, made him a superstar 
▪ Dressed in wild costumes that spoke of some kind of wild 

future, Bowie, portraying Stardust himself, signalled a new 
age in rock music, one that seemed to officially announce 
the end of the 1960s and the Woodstock era. 

Achievements ▪ First hit was the song "Space Oddity" in 1969 
▪ Bowie became a fantastical sci-fi character for his 

breakout Ziggy Stardust album 
▪ Co-wrote "Fame" with Carlos Alomar and John Lennon 
▪ Bowie starred in The Man Who Fell to Earth in 1976 
▪ He was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 

1996 
▪ By the mid 1970s Bowie had undergone a full-scale 

makeover. Gone were the outrageous costumes and 
garish sets. In two short years he released the albums 
David Live (1974) and Young Americans (1975) 

▪ Bowie starred on Broadway in The Elephant Man, and 
was critically acclaimed for his performance 

▪ 2006 recipient of the Grammy Lifetime Achievement 
Award. 

Examples The Man Who Sold the World, Five Years, Young Americans, 
Changes, Space Oddity, Heroes 

Instruments Vocals guitar saxophone keyboards 
Died January 10, 2016 
Reference ▪ Wikipedia. (2017). David Bowie.  12th February, 2017, from 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Bowie   
▪ Paul Kinder (2001). FAQ about David Bowie. 12th February, 2017, 

from http://www.bowiewonderworld.com/faq.htm   

▪ Official site (2006). David Bowie 12th February, 2017, from 
http://www.davidbowie.com/?frontpage=true  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Bowie
http://www.bowiewonderworld.com/faq.htm
http://www.davidbowie.com/?frontpage=true


 

Level 3 Musical Appreciation 

Write the information you found about Artist 2: 

 

Name 
 

 

Musical genre 
 

 

Birth 
 

 

From 
 

 

Reason for fame 
 
 
 
 

 

Achievements 
 
 
 

 

Examples 
 
 

 

Instruments 
 
 

 

Other: 
 
 
 
 

 

References: 
 
 

 

 

 



 

Level 3 Musical Appreciation 

3. Name these famous singers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

A

. 

B

. 

C

. 

D

. 

E

. 

F. 

G

. 
H

. 

I

. 



 

Level 3 Musical Appreciation 

How does music affect your mood? 

Complete the sentences: 

low, weeks, negative, everyday, health, pleasure 

 

a) Music is part of our 
_____________________ lives.  

b) Even sad music brings some 
listeners ___________________ and 
comfort. 

c) For some people, sad music can 
cause __________________ feelings 
of grief.  

d) It seems that some people tend 
to prefer sad music when they 
are feeling ___________________. 

e) A study showed that people who listened to upbeat music 
could boost their happiness in just two ___________________. 

f) Happiness has been linked to better physical 
________________________, higher income, and greater 
relationships. 

g)  Listen to a sad piece of music, e.g. Stravinsky and then 
listen to upbeat music, e.g. Copland.  How does the music 
affect your mood?   

 



 

Level 3 Musical Appreciation 

When do we listen to music?  Sometimes, we don’t have a 
choice, e.g. there could be music playing in the supermarket.  
And who can escape the Christmas carols during the festive 
season? 

1. Are these listening activities private, 
social or public?  Write the words.  

 

a) The radio in a taxi ___________________ 

b) Live music in a bar ___________________ 

c) A busker in the city __________________ 

d) Meditation music while you work out ___________________  

e) Advertisement ___________________  

f) Listening to music while you do housework _____________  

g) A friend’s CD in the car ___________________  

h) Live concert of your favourite band ___________________  

i) A ringtone on your mobile phone ___________________  

j) St Patrick’s Day Band in the street ___________________  

k) Classical music in a café ___________________  

l) Singing at a sports event ___________________  

m) Music in a movie ___________________ 

 



 

Level 3 Musical Appreciation 

1 Describe the common instrumental groupings and 

the instruments commonly used in selected musical 

styles Page 7 (musical discussion), Pages 8 to 13 

(common instrumental groupings), Page 79 

(favourite music) 

2 List the man characteristics of a number of 

preferred musical styles Pages 19 to 26 (musical 

styles) 

3 List the processes involved in the production of 

recorded music Page 28 (music production today), 

Pages 29 to 35 (processes in production of recorded 

music) 

4 Describe the aspects of preparation undertaken 

by musicians involved in a live musical performance 

Pages 36 to 39 (going to a live musical concert), 

Pages 40 to 42 (musician’s preparation for a live 

concert), Pages 68 and 69 (musical performance) 



 

Level 3 Musical Appreciation 

5 Use the terminology of music when describing 

pieces of music Pages 14 to 18 (musical vocabulary), 

throughout the course 

6 Differentiate between instrument sounds for two 

or more 

instruments when played solo and when accompanied 

Pages 52 to 53 (instrument sounds – solo and 

accompanied) 

7 Recognise patterns in music including repeating 

rhythmic and melodic patterns in two contrasting 

pieces of music Pages 48 to 51 (rhythm) 

8 Obtain information about a range of artists 

including genre, instruments, historical context, key 

developments and personal history Pages 55 to 57 

(well-known music), Page 58 (Mozart), Page 59 

(David Bowie), Pages 60 and 61 (artists of own 

choice), Page 62 (famous singers) 



 

Level 3 Musical Appreciation 

9 Discuss the elements of composition used in at least 

two 

contrasting pieces of music Page 44 (elements of 

music), Pages 45 to 47 (elements of music in two 

contrasting pieces of music) 

10 Describe the personal impact of listening to music.  

Page 64 (music and mood), Page 65 (impact of music 

on memory), Pages 66 to 67 (where we hear 

music/impact in everyday life), Pages 68 and 69 

(musical performance), Page 79 (favourite music) 

Optional Other (Music Journal) Pages 71 to 74 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


