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Pre-Reading Technique B: Group Discussions 

 

IDEAS:  

• Introduce the topic and give students the opportunity to freely talk, keeping on 
the topic. 

• Students should be listening, talking, and discussing. 

• Talk about the title of the text. 

• Students ask questions for clarification. 

• Students share ideas and information.  

 

WHY USE GROUP THIS STRATEGY? 

• Students will discover what they bring to their own reading, what their fellow 
students bring, as well as shared experiences. 

• Students can listen to the ideas and opinions of others. 

• Students get the opportunity to ask for more information. 

• Students get to explore a topic completely before reading about it. 

• By discussing, sharing and comparing their ideas and understandings in class, 
students can: deepen their own understanding of what they are learning, and 
learn from each other, as well as from the tutor / teacher. 

• Discussions help students to know if they understand what is being taught, or if 
they need further explanation or other help. 
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1. Look at the title of the text and discuss in your group / class: 
2. Write down some ideas that were mentioned in the discussion.  Underline any 

contributions you made.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. After reading the text, come back and see if what you discussed was relevant.  
4. Read the text:  

I’m glad they invented that! 

From ancient tools to the latest digital advances, there are many human inventions that changed 
the world and transformed life on the Earth.  Here are a few of those major inventions: 

The wheel  

The wheel stands out as one of the engineering marvels and one of those 
inventions that influenced many other things. This primitive technology 
made it easier for all of us to travel. From the archaeological excavations, 
the oldest known wheel is from Mesopotamia, around 3500 B.C. As a 
result of advancement in the new and innovative design of wheels, 
industrialisation could start. Where would be today without the wheel?! 

The automobile:  

Although the modern car came into existence in 1886 by German inventor Karl Benz, cars did not 
become widely available until the early 20th century. Henry Ford innovated mass-production 
techniques that became standard, with Ford, General Motors, and Chrysler. However, he certainly 
wasn't the only person to develop the horseless carriage. The history of the automobile reflects a 
worldwide evolution. Dozens of spin-off industries blossomed creating thousands of new jobs. Oil 
and steel became two well-established industries. Vehicle production and sales are one of the 
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major indicators of the economic status. Moreover, it influenced 
the technological advances in petroleum refining, steel making, 
paint and plate-glass manufacturing, and other industrial 
processes. 

Antibiotics: 

Antibiotics saved millions of lives by killing and inhibiting the growth of harmful bacteria. Louis 
Pasteur and Robert Koch first described the Antibiosis (phenomena of antibiotic drug) in 1877. In 
1928, Alexander Fleming set the first leap in antibiotics by identifying penicillin, the chemical 
compound with antibiotic properties. Throughout the 20th century, antibiotics spread rapidly and 
proved to be a major living improvement, fighting nearly every known form of infection and 
protecting peoples' health. 

Internet: 

Unlike the bulb or the telephone, the Internet has no single 
“inventor." Instead, it has evolved over time. It started in the 
United States around the 1950s, along with the development of 
computers.   Since the mid-1990s, the Internet has had a 
revolutionary impact on technology, including the rise of electronic 
mail, instant messaging, voice over Internet Protocol (VoIP) 

telephone calls, and two-way interactive video calls.  

 

5. What do you think is the greatest invention of all time? Give solid reasons for 
your choices.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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6. Have a group discussion on the news.  Use these questions.  

• Is it important to you to know what is 
happening in other countries? 

• When was the last time you watched the 
news on TV? 

• On which TV channel do you watch the 
news? 

• Do you read the news on the Internet? Do 
you have a favourite website for this? 

• Do you listen to the news on the radio? 

• Do you buy a newspaper every day? 

• Which is your favourite newspaper? 

• Do you think that the Internet has changed the way we find out about what’s 
happening in the world? In which ways? 

• Do you always believe everything you see and hear on the news? 
 

• Watch a news bulletin and discuss. 

• Listen to part of a radio show and discuss.  

• Read a newspaper article and then explain the gist of it to the group.  
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Pre-Reading Technique F: Wordsplash 

 

IDEAS: 

• This is a really simple way of getting students to think about a topic before they 
read.  

• Students can assemble a collection of keywords for a certain reading 
assignment.  

• Students can arrange the words on a piece of paper or they can write the 
words as a group, using colours and large lettering to make a collage of words. 

• The random arrangement makes the collection of words a wordsplash.  

• Students can also use an online free website, e.g.  www.wordle.net  to create the 
wordsplash.  

• Students make predictions about what they will be reading based on the 
wordsplash. 

 

WHY USE THIS STRATEGY? 

• This strategy makes learning terminology easier for students.  

• It’s a fun, interactive activity that engages students and motivates them to 
learn new words by setting a clear purpose for reading.    

• Students will read better when they have a purpose.  

• The Word Splash strategy is helpful for struggling or reluctant readers, as it 
provides them with a purpose for reading which helps to capture their attention 
and motivate them to learn.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.wordle.net/
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1. Think of as many words as you can, related to the word coffee.  Write some of 
them below: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. As a group, create a coffee wordsplash.  
3. How did you create your wordsplash? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. About how many words are contained in your wordsplash? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Look at the example below of a wordsplash for tea! 
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Coffee 
Coffee has a long history in human civilization and it’s one of the most traded 
items in the world. Coffee was first discovered in Ethiopia, but the plants and 
many of its varieties can be found all around the world.  The biggest coffee 
producing countries are Brazil, Colombia and Vietnam, although countries such 
as Australia, China, and even parts of Europe have now begun growing the 
plant. Coffee is an important crop for the economies of many countries. 
Millions of people are employed in the industry!  The farmer, the roaster, the 
workers and the retailer all play an important part in the everyday beverage 
that we drink.   
The drink 
Coffee is a popular and delicate brew. It is one of the most popular drinks in 

the world. It can have a stimulating effect on humans because of its caffeine content.  Recent 
research suggests that moderate coffee consumption is benign or mildly beneficial in healthy 
adults. Coffee is usually served hot.   
The process 
Coffee is a plant and the name of the drink that is made from this plant. The coffee plant is a 
bush or tree that can grow up to ten metres high, but is usually cut shorter.  The drink is made 
from the seeds of the coffee plant.  These seeds are called coffee beans.  To make a drink from 
coffee beans, the beans must first be prepared. This is done by drying the beans and then 
roasting them. The beans can be dried a short time after they are picked. This preserves them 
and makes them ready to be packed or roasted. Before the beans are made into a drink, they 
must be roasted and ground.  
When the ground coffee is placed into boiling water, the flavour and dark brown colour of the 
beans goes into the water. Making coffee is called brewing.  
Some ways people drink their coffee 
"Flat white" coffee is often decorated. 
Black coffee is coffee with no milk in it. 
White coffee is coffee with milk in it. 
Café au lait is coffee made with a lot of hot milk. It is often sweet. 
Espresso is very strong coffee. In Australia, it is often called a "short 
black". 
Cappuccino is espresso with frothed milk (milk mixed with air). A 
well-made cappuccino should be made of strong coffee. When the frothy milk is poured gently 
into the coffee cup, it should be white on top and have a ring of darker coffee around the edge. 
Cappuccino coffee sometimes has cocoa sprinkled on top. 
Latte is made like a cappuccino but with added milk and a very thin layer of foam. 
"Flat white" is a double espresso where milk micro foam is added to the crema (an emulsion of 
the oils in the coffee beans when combined with hot water that floats) on the double espresso. 
Americano is espresso with a lot of hot water. 
Irish coffee is coffee with whiskey and with cream on the top. 
Iced coffee is espresso in a tall glass with crushed ice, cold milk and ice cream. 
Vietnamese style coffee (Cafe Sua Da) is filtered coffee poured over ice into a glass with sweet 
condensed milk (thick milk which has had the water removed). 
Baby-cino is a small hot milk drink suitable for children.  
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6. Tick the correct answers: 

Coffee was first discovered in Ethiopia  

 True 
 False  

Irish coffee is coffee with whiskey and with cream on the top. 

 True 
 False 

Coffee is made from the leaves of the plant. 

 True  
 False  

Espresso is very strong coffee.  

 True  
 False 

 

7. What coffee vocabulary did you come across during your study of the reading?  
Write down some new words.   Add to your Wordsplash.  

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Comprehension Strategy A: Creating a Visual 

IDEAS:  

• Students use their five senses to create a ‘mind picture’ of what is going on in 
the text.  

• Here are some questions for students to think about while creating a visual: 
 Why is this visual important to the story? 
 How does that visual help you to better understand the story? 

• Students can consider the following: 
 The author gives me a picture in my mind when he or she describes _________ 
 I can really see what the author talks about when he or she __________ 
 I can draw a picture of what the author describes. 

• Visualisation can be achieved in a variety of ways, including the creation of 
character studies, charts, timelines, graphs or illustrations, etc (often called 
visual or graphic organisers). 

• Information Images: Students create key images based on informational text, 
e.g. health information, science information. 

• Students learn to make pictures in their minds to help comprehension – mental 
imagery.  

• Students can use mind maps: 
 A mind map is a diagram, a graphic organiser that helps students visualise 

what they’re reading and detect connections between individual pieces of 
information.  

 In a classic mind map, you’ll always find the subject prominently placed in the 
centre of the map, with all notes, ideas and keywords arranged around the 
centre in a radial structure. 

 Teach the students the principles of mind mapping. 
 Have students share their mind maps with the group so they can provide 

feedback for improvements.  

WHY USE THIS STRATEGY? 

• It gives students an opportunity to look at detail in order to make a visual. 

• Students will give more notice to the text and meanings. Mental imagery helps 
develop active reading comprehension.  It stimulates active involvement with the 
text. 
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• Students will form an image in their heads of the story. This enables students to 
translate their literal understanding of text into pictorial form through the 
creation of a mental image. 

• It aids memory/recall; encourages thinking processes such as elaboration and 
inferring; and increases readers’ control over their own strategic behaviour.    

• In order to achieve success, students must engage fully with the text, glean 
important information and convert this knowledge into another form. 

•  Readers create images using the senses to help them: 
 to draw conclusions, make predictions 
 interpret information 
 remember details 
 assist with overall comprehension 

• Mind maps can help students structure their thoughts. No matter how 
complicated an idea or topic, a mind map brings ‘order’ into the ‘chaos’. 

• Mind mapping provides a clear overview of a topic. It enables students to see 
the bigger picture, find connections and detect hierarchies between individual 
pieces of information. 

• Mind mapping enhances memory by utilising a number of mental triggers such as 
colours, images and a 2D structure.  

• Because mind maps encourage the use of single keywords instead of whole 
sentences, students are able to review core concepts and ideas at a glance. 
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1. Read the excerpt.  

Excerpt from: ALICE’S ADVENTURES IN WONDERLAND 

 

By Lewis Carroll 

CHAPTER I. Down the Rabbit-Hole 

Alice was beginning to get very tired of sitting by her sister on the bank, 

and of having nothing to do: once or twice she had peeped into the book 

her sister was reading, but it had no pictures or conversations in it, ‘and 

what is the use of a book,’ thought Alice ‘without pictures or 

conversations?’ 

So she was considering in her own mind (as well as she could, for the hot 

day made her feel very sleepy and stupid), whether the pleasure of making 

a daisy-chain would be worth the trouble of getting up and picking the 

daisies, when suddenly a White Rabbit with pink eyes ran close by her. 

There was nothing so very remarkable in that; nor did Alice think it so very 

much out of the way to hear the Rabbit say to itself, ‘Oh dear! Oh dear! I 

shall be late!’ (when she thought it over afterwards, it occurred to her that 

she ought to have wondered at this, but at the time it all seemed quite 

natural); but when the Rabbit actually took a watch out of its waistcoat-

pocket, and looked at it, and then hurried on, Alice started to her feet, for 

it flashed across her mind that she had never before seen a rabbit with 

either a waistcoat-pocket, or a watch to take out of it, and burning with 

curiosity, she ran across the field after it, and fortunately was just in time 

to see it pop down a large rabbit-hole under the hedge. 

In another moment down went Alice after it, never once considering how 

in the world she was to get out again. 

The rabbit-hole went straight on like a tunnel for some way, and then 

dipped suddenly down, so suddenly that Alice had not a moment to think 

about stopping herself before she found herself falling down a very deep 

well. 
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Either the well was very deep, or she fell very slowly, for she had plenty of 

time as she went down to look about her and to wonder what was going 

to happen next. First, she tried to look down and make out what she was 

coming to, but it was too dark to see anything; then she looked at the 

sides of the well, and noticed that they were filled with cupboards and 

book-shelves; here and there she saw maps and pictures hung upon pegs. 

She took down a jar from one of the shelves as she passed; it was labelled 

‘ORANGE MARMALADE’, but to her great disappointment it was empty: 

she did not like to drop the jar for fear of killing somebody, so managed 

to put it into one of the cupboards as she fell past it. 

‘Well!’ thought Alice to herself, ‘after such a fall as this, I shall think nothing 

of tumbling down stairs! How brave they’ll all think me at home! Why, I 

wouldn’t say anything about it, even if I fell off the top of the house!’ 

(Which was very likely true.) 

Down, down, down. Would the fall never come to an end! ‘I wonder how 

many miles I’ve fallen by this time?’ she said aloud. 

 

2. Draw your visual aid below.  It does not matter if you cannot draw well; 
remember you are drawing by imagining all your senses, as if you were in the 
story.  

3. Compare your visuals with other members of the group.  
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4. Read the weather forecasts from 
around the world.  Draw suitable 
weather symbols for each 
forecast. 

5. Compare your weather symbols 
with others and discuss.  

 

 
 
 
 



 

Reading Comprehensions 

SAMPLE 

Comprehension Strategy D: Determining Importance 

IDEAS:  

• Students should look for main ideas and take note of the MOST important 
details in a text.  

• Questions for students to think about while determining what is most important 
in a text 
 What was the problem? 
 Was there a solution to the problem? 
 What was the solution to the problem? / What prevented the solution? 
 What events led to the solution of the problem? 
 Did any of the characters change? 
 Did any of the characters make decisions which caused a chain of events? 

• Some things to do to determine text importance 
 I know these parts of the story are important because……….. 
 I believe the author thinks ____________ is important because …………… 
 I think the author's opinion about _____ is ______ because ……………… 
 This text uses the (cause/effect, problem/solution, description, 

compare/contrast, sequence/steps in a process) text structure.  
 Can I use a graphic organiser to help me understand it? 
 Which parts are important and which parts are just interesting? 
 Is there any formatting that helps me to locate important information? (e.g. 

emboldened words, font changes, bullets, captions)  
 

WHY USE THIS STRATEGY?  

• By focusing on the main events, for example, the events that lead to the solution 
of the problem or when a character changes, students will have a better idea of 
what might be the most important parts of a text. 

• It gives students the opportunity to sift out the important information, and see 
the ‘extra’ as additional information not relevant to the main ideas of the text. 

• Students get to isolate the main events that led to a solution of a problem or a 
reason for no solution.  

• Students get the chance to notice changes in characters and characters’ 
decisions, which impact on the main events.  

• The author’s possible intent and opinion can be discussed, which sheds further 
light on comprehension.  
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1. Read the summary.  Because this is just a summary, there will be more main ideas 
in this short text, compared to larger texts.  After doing this exercise, choose a 
long newspaper article or story and do the same exercise with it.  

 
SUMMARY OF ROMEO AND JULIET  

This is a short summary of Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare. The 
play which is set in Verona is a story about a long feud between the Montague 
and Capulet families. This feud causes tragic results for the main characters in 
the play, Romeo and Juliet. The events contrast hatred and revenge with love and 
a secret marriage, forcing the young smitten lovers to grow up quickly and die 
tragically in despair. 

Here is a short summary of the main events of Romeo and Juliet: 

Romeo and Juliet fall in love at a party. But they come from families which hate 
each other. They are sure they will not be allowed to marry. Nevertheless, helped 
by Friar Laurence, they marry in secret instead. Unfortunately, before their 
wedding night Romeo kills Juliet's cousin in a duel, and in the morning, he is 
forced to leave her. If he ever returns to the city, he will be put to death. 

Juliet's parents told her she must marry Paris. Her parents do not know she is 
already married. She refuses in the beginning, but later agrees because she plans 
to fake her death and escape to be with Romeo forever; again, with the help of 
Friar Laurence. 

Friar Laurence designs the plan. 
He gives Juliet a sleeping potion. 
She appears to be dead and was 
put in a tomb. However, Romeo 
does not know about the plan, 
visits her grave, thinks she is dead, 
and kills himself. When Juliet 
finally wakes up, she discovers that 
Romeo is dead and then kills 
herself. 
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2. What was the problem?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Was there a solution to the problem? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What was the solution to the problem? OR What prevented the solution? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Did any of the characters make decisions which caused a chain of events? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. I believe the author thinks 
_________________________________________________________ is important because 
_________________________________________________________ 

7. I think the author's opinion about 
_________________________________________________________ is 
_________________________________________________________ because 
_________________________________________________________ 

8. This text uses the (cause/effect, problem/solution, description, 
compare/contrast, sequence/steps in a process) text structure.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Is there any formatting that helps me to locate important information? (e.g. 
emboldened words, font changes, bullets, captions)  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. What do you think are the five most important events, in order of importance?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Comprehension Strategy I: Vocabulary Focus  

IDEAS:  

• Choose the vocabulary that your students need to know in order to support 
their reading development.  

• Provide student-friendly definitions for key vocabulary. 

• Include signal and directional words. 

• Use a "picture-walk" for vocabulary: Once students learn a new word, ask them 
to connect the new word to pictures / other words / in sentences, etc. 

• Teach students to actively engage with vocabulary, e.g.  underlining, highlighting, 
making notes, and listing unknown vocabulary words as they read. 

• Give students much practice with new words: Ensure that the students can 
 Define a word. 
 Recognise when to use that word. 
 Understand multiple meanings  
 Decode and spell that word. 
 Incorporate new words into discussions and activities.  

• For students to really know a word, they must use it—or they will lose it.  

• Use new words in class discussions.  

• Give the students many opportunities to use and master the new vocabulary. 

• Unfamiliar key words need to be taught to students before reading so that new 
words, background information, and comprehension can improve together. 

WHY USE THIS STRATEGY? 

• There is a high correlation between vocabulary instruction and reading 
comprehension. 

• One of the ways that students build their vocabularies is through reading. If 
students read 60 minutes per day, five days a week, they will read more than 
2,250,000 words per year. 

• Vocabulary lies at the heart of content learning, as it serves as an agent for 
students’ understanding of concepts.   All learning is social and vocabulary 
instruction should influence interactions between tutor/teacher, student, and 
text so that students are always improving their abilities to describe, explain, and 
query. 
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1. Read the poem.  In pairs, make a list of words you do not know or understand in 
the context.  

 

My mistress’ eyes are nothing like the sun (Sonnet 130) 

By William Shakespeare, 1564 - 1616 

  

My mistress’ eyes are nothing like the sun; 

Coral is far more red than her lips’ red; 

If snow be white, why then her breasts are dun; 

If hairs be wires, black wires grow on her head. 

I have seen roses damasked, red and white, 

But no such roses see I in her cheeks; 

And in some perfumes is there more delight 

Than in the breath that from my mistress reeks. 

I love to hear her speak, yet well I know 

That music hath a far more pleasing sound; 

I grant I never saw a goddess go; 

My mistress when she walks treads on the ground. 

     And yet, by heaven, I think my love as rare 

     As any she belied with false compare. 

 

2. Discuss the poem in your poems and find the meanings of the words you do not 
know.  Write notes on the poem. 
 

3. Discuss the poem as a group and share your definitions and ideas.  
 

4. What is the main message of the poem?  
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_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Read the menu.  Highlight any words you do not understand.  Look these words 
up and write notes on the menu below.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Re-read the menu, ensuring that you understand all of it. 
 

7. Discuss the menu as a group and say what you think of the menu.  

Platters 

Specialty Cheese Platter with assorted Crackers, Pâté & Fruit 

muse Bouche 

Tuna Tartar in Cucumber cups, Chicken Dumplings, Bruschetta 

with Basil & Tomato 

First Course 

Seared Scallops with Chives 

Second Course 

Mâche, Frisée Salad w/ Comté Cheese, Toasted Almonds, w/ 

Roasted Garlic Vinaigrette 

Third Course 

Angel Hair Pasta in Truffle Oil with Scallions, Red Bell Peppers and 

Black Truffle 

Fourth Course   

Lemon Sorbet 

Fifth Course 

Pan Seared, Saffron Marinated Sea Bass with Truffle & Chives 

served with Savoury Rice & Market Vegetables Bundle Sautéed in 

Garlic Butter, Filet Mignon with Mushroom & Rosemary Sauce 

served with Savoury Rice & Market Vegetables Bundle Sautéed in 

Garlic Butter,  Pan Seared, Salmon with Truffle & Chives served 

with Sauteed Tourné Potatoes & Grilled Asparagus with Tomato & 

Herbs 

Sixth Course Dessert 

Berry Bowl Drizzled with Creme Fraiche & Lavender Sauce 
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Comprehension Strategy R: Categorising and Reviewing  

 

IDEAS:  

• Students brainstorm ideas about a topic and then categorise the ideas into key 
concepts. They review and revise their ideas after reading the text. 

• Explain to students that they will be reading a text about the topic later. 

• Brainstorm to generate and record as many ideas about the topic as possible.  

• Students then sort the ideas into categories and label these.  It’s important that 
the students determine what the categories / labels will be.  

• Students read the text and revise their ideas based on their reading.   

 

WHY USE THIS STRATEGY? 

• This strategy helps students identify, and later check, expectations of what 
they might read in the text.  

• It helps them collect information. 

• It provides a framework for processing this information.  

• It provides a focus while reading the text, and encourages participation and 
sharing   

• ideas and information, as well as independent action and self-monitoring. 

• It gives students the opportunity to categorise and label their information.  
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Read the information.  Then organise the information into categories and fill in the 
table.   

Giraffe  

Scientific name: Giraffa camelopardalis 

The giraffe stands at an average 

height of around 5 metres. It is the 

tallest land animal in the world.  Its 

height is helpful for keeping a look out 

for predators, such as lions and 

hyenas. The giraffe has long legs, a 

long neck, and a distinctive spotted 

pattern. It lives mainly in savanna areas in the sub-Saharan region of 

Africa. A giraffe is a herbivore; it eats only plants. Its extreme height 

allows it to eat leaves and shoots 

located much higher than other 

animals can reach. It is particularly 

fond of the leaves of the acacia trees. 

Its long tongue helps the giraffe to 

pull leaves from the trees. Spending 

most of the day eating, an adult 

giraffe eats more than 45 kilograms of 

leaves and twigs a day. Although it may eat a lot, it doesn’t drink much 

water, because it gets most of its water from the leaves it eats. It only 

needs to drink once every few days. The male giraffe is taller and 

heavier than the female. Both have skin-covered knobs, called 

ossicones, on the top of their heads. Female ossicones are smaller and 

have a small tuft of fur on top, while male ossicones are bald on the 

top. These knobs are used to protect the head when males fight.  

When giraffes fight, they swing their necks at each other in a show of 

strength. When a giraffe walks, it moves both legs on one side of its 
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body and then both legs on the other 

side, but it runs in a similar way to 

other mammals, swinging its back legs 

and front legs together. It can reach 55 

km/h at full speed but only for a short 

time.  A giraffe sleeps less than two 

hours a day. Generally, it sleeps with its feet tucked under it and its 

head resting on its hindquarters. It can also sleep for short periods of 

time standing up. A female giraffe can become pregnant at five years 

old. It carries its baby for 15 months.   A new-born giraffe is about 2 

metres tall and weighs 70 kilograms.  It is a very social animal and it 

roams around in groups, called towers. Towers usually have about 15 

members, led by an adult male. A giraffe lives for up to 25 years in the 

wild. In captivity they live longer, and have been known to reach 40 

years old. Giraffes are classified by IUCN’s Red List as vulnerable of 

extinction. Researchers stated that the number of giraffes has 

decreased by 40% since 1985.  One of the threats that a giraffe faces 

is the loss of habitat due to logging for firewood.  Also, it is hunted for 

its meat, hides, and tails. 

The Giraffe 
Categories Information (key words, 

summary sentences, etc.) 
Category 1 

 
Category 2 

 
Category 3 

 
Category 4 

 



 

Reading Comprehensions 

SAMPLE 

Category 5 

 
Category 6 

 
Category 7 
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Comprehension Strategy U: Three Types of Meaning 

IDEAS: 

• Students learn to recognise three kinds of meaning - literal, inferential and 
personal. 

• Students recognise that their prior knowledge has a big part to play in 
constructing meaning and that there can be multiple meanings around a text.   

• Using a light-bulb metaphor, students learn about the mental processes that 
activate ideas and make connections between known and new ideas.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Literal 

Meaning:  

What do 

the words 

say? 

Inferential 

Meaning: 

What does 

the 

message 

mean? 

Personal 

Meaning: 

What do I 

think 

about it? 
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• Discuss with students how there can be more than one interpretation/meaning in 
a text. (use examples)  

• When students are studying the inferential meaning, they should link these 
inferences to other things they know. 

• Explain that sometimes a text can have special significance for some people 
because it connects to something personal in their lives. Information in texts can 
mean different things to different people.  

WHY USE THIS STRATEGY? 

• The strategy makes students aware that three different kinds of meaning can 
be constructed during reading — literal, inferential and personal. 

• By finding three different meanings, the ideas and concepts in the text are 
revised and connections are built between new and familiar ideas. 

• Students get the opportunity to reflect on their own feelings about the text.  

 

1. Read the text.  

BEFORE YOU USE ANY NEW MEDICINE……… 
Before you use any new medicine, you should always tell your doctor or pharmacist if you:  
● are pregnant or plan to become pregnant  
● are breast-feeding 
● have any allergies 
● are taking any other medicines, including over the-counter medicines such as aspirin, cold 
medicines, vitamins, minerals, nutritional supplements, herbals, or alternative drugs 
● have any other medical problem. 
 
ALSO: 

• Take your medicines exactly as you are told by your doctor or 
pharmacist.  

• It is also a good idea to carry with you a list of all the medications that 
you take, along with their directions.  

• Do not share your medicines with anyone, even if they have the same 
symptoms or condition that you have. It may harm 
them. 

• Do no leave your medicines where children or 
pets can get hold of them. 

• Discard unused and expired medicines.  

• Know what to do if you think you have taken an overdose or if a child has 
taken a medicine by accident. Keep the telephone numbers of your doctor, 
pharmacist or poison control centre handy so you can call them at once if 
needed. 
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2. Literal Meaning:  What do the words say? Do you know the meanings of the 
emboldened words? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Inferential Meaning: What does the message mean? (What is the overall 
message?) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Personal Meaning: What do you think about it? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 


